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THE JOY OF MUSIC - THE MUSIC OF JOY

The idea behind “J.0.Y."” is to share the Joy of Music!
To congregate in a shared love for music. And in a shared belief in God.

To share one’s own musical tradition and to create something new - a musical partnership - out of different
musical backgrounds.

And to celebrate all of that in a joyful Symphonic Mass.

As a European composer, having grown up in a western classical music context, it is practically impossible for me
to compose an authentic musical part for Uradi. Not mainly due to the currently highly discussed topic of cultural
appropriation, but much more out of a purely artistic reason: it would always be African music as seen by a European
composer.

That is why my musical approach takes place somewhere else:

| take inspiration out of the audio tapes | got via mail from Uradi, by their instruments, voices and texts. And |
respond to them with my European musical language. In this regard “J.0.Y.” is more of a dialogue between two
cultures.

Therefore, at the beginning of the piece the musical languages of the two continents are still very contrasted, and
only over time (Journey over Years) they increasingly grow together. | search for musical similarities, but also for
differences between the two cultures. Exhibiting my ongoing musical inspiration and my own learning from African
culture, causes “J.0.Y.” to be a composition about a compositional process.

Let us take an example: The Kyrie, first musical number after the overture, begins with an actual tape recording
from Uradi. This way, | am exhibiting my own sources of inspiration, my own workflow, as an actual part of the
piece. Over the following numbers, the continents continue to grow together musically - without my doing. That
creates the personal, subjective side of this composition.

But to give “J.0.Y.” also some authenticity and objectivity, it is particularly important to me to integrate also an
improvisational moment, which is the original musical handwriting of the musicians from both continents, into my
composition. The musicians should be more than just performers, but an active part of the composition. In the
section about the construction of churches, for example, | integrate a playful percussion battle between the
African djembe and a Western drum set, which is not notated but entirely improvised and therewith every time
different.

To summarize: With all those methods, | am trying to avoid a predefined composition, but to exhibit a far-reaching
musical journey.



VOCAL AND SCENIC PARTS

Sprecher (amp.)

Solo Baritone MONDORF
Solo Soprano URADI

Choir MONDOREF (S, A, T/B)
Choir URADI (S/A)

Kinder und Jugendliche MONDORF
Dancers and Girls URADI

Priest MONDORF

Priest URADI

Congregation Gemeinde

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute
Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass Clarinet)

Trumpet in Bb*
Trombone*

Percussion |

Drum Set (incl. S.D., B.D., Hi-Hat, 3-4 Toms, Crash-, Ride-, Splash- and Sizzle-Cymbal), Gran Cassa / Bass Drum,
Tam-Tam (large), Triangle (high), Tambourine, Tubular Bell in Bh

Percussion Il

Djembe, Taiko Drum (low), Shaker/Maracas, Claves, Guiro

Piano (doubling Celesta and Symphonic Organ) **

Violin |

Violin Il

Viola

Cello

Double Bass***

*) with several mutes: straight, harmon, cup, plunger
**) both can be executed on a synthesizer
***) 5-string strongly recommended



FULL SCORE IN C

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Percussion

Piano

Choir MONDORF A

Girls

Choir URADI (Tape)

Perc.

Violin I

Violin IT

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

J.O.

Journey over Years

A SYMPHONIC MASS
FOR TWO CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, DANCERS, PERCUSSION
BRASS BAND AND ORCHESTRA Marc L. Vogler
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J.0.Y. Journey over Years
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J.0.Y. Journey over Years
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Solo Battle (Djembe / Drums)
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